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On Calorhabdos brunoniana Bentham (Takasi YAMAZAKl) 
Cf3g • b77f0||I?^O^T (iJLllllf W) 


Calorhabdos is a monotypic genus consisting 
of C. brunoniana Bentham distributed in E. 
Himalaya to Szechuan of W. China (Fig. 1). 
In general appearance the species resembles 
those of Veronicastrum sect. Leptandra. 
Recently, Hong (1979) combined Calorhabdos 
with Veronicastrum and proposed a new name, 
Veronicastrum brunonianum (Benth.) Hong. 
Calorhabdos brunoniana , however, has 
tubularbilabiate and orange yellow 
corollas, and seed with hyalinous broad 
testa surrounding seed body (Fig. 2, a). 
Veronicastrum is characterized by tubular, 
bilateral-symmetric (not bilabiate) and bluish 


purple corollas, and hemispherical seeds 
with thin testa (Fig. 2, b). The seed of C. 
brunoniana resembles that of Picrorhiza 
distributed in the Himalayas to W. 
China. Thus, Calorhabdos is regarded 
as an independent genus placed in an 
intermediate position between Picrorhiza and 
Veronicastrum. 

Calorhabdos brunoniana Bentham, Scroph. 
Ind. 44 (1835) ; in DC., Prod. 10 : 456 (1846). 

Calorhabdos sutchuensis Franch. in Bull. 
Soc. Bot. France 47 : 18 (1900). 

Veronicastrum brunonianum (Benth.) Hong 
in FI. Reip. Pop. Sinic. 67 (2): 230, 401 (1979), 



Fig. 1. Calorhabdos brunoniana Benth. Yunnan, Dali, Cang-shan, east slope at altitude of ca. 
3000m. Aug. 1990. Photo, by J. Murata. 
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Fig. 2. Seeds, a. Calorhabdos brunoniana. b. 
Veronicastrum japonicum, X50. 
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